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THE PALACE OF PARLIAMENT 

 

The Palace of Parliament in Bucharest, Romania is a multi-purpose 

building containing both chambers of the Romanian Parliament. According to the 

World Records Academy, the Palace is the world's largest civilian building with an 

administrative function, most expensive administrative building and heaviest 

building.  

The Palace was designed by architect Anca Petrescu and nearly completed by the 

Ceauşescu regime as the seat of political and administrative power. Nicolae 

Ceauşescu named it the People's House, 

also known in English as the Palace of the 

People.  

 

Since 1996, the building has housed 

Romania's Chamber of Deputies, which 

had previously been housed in the Palace 

of the Patriarchy; the Romanian Legislative Council and the Romanian 

Competition Council. The Romanian Senate joined them there in 2005, having 

previously been housed in the former Communist Party Central Committee 

building. The Palace also contains a massive array of miscellaneous conference 

halls, salons, etc. used for a wide variety 

of other purposes. There are public tours 

organized in a number of languages. 

In 2003-2004 a glass annex was built, 

alongside external elevators. This was 

done to facilitate access to the National 

Museum of Contemporary Art 

(MNAC) opened in 2004 inside the west wing of the Palace of Parliament, and to 

the Museum and Park of Totalitarianism and Socialist Realism, also opened in 

2004. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bucharest
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_Romania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_largest_buildings_in_the_world#Special_categories
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anca_Petrescu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communist_Romania#The_Ceau.C5.9Fescu_government
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicolae_Ceau%C8%99escu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicolae_Ceau%C8%99escu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chamber_of_Deputies_of_Romania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palace_of_the_Chamber_of_Deputies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palace_of_the_Chamber_of_Deputies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Senate_of_Romania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Museum_of_Contemporary_Art_(Romania)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Museum_of_Contemporary_Art_(Romania)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Museum_of_Contemporary_Art_(Romania)
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Also in the building is the headquarters of the Southeast European Cooperative 

Initiative (SECI), an organization focused on regional cooperation among 

governments against cross-border crime. 

In 2008, the Palace hosted the 20th NATO summit.  

 

PELEȘ CASTLE 

 

Peleș Castle is a Neo-Renaissance castle in the Carpathian Mountains, 

near Sinaia, in Prahova County, Romania, on an existing medieval route linking 

Transylvania and Wallachia, built between 1873 and 1914. Its inauguration was 

held in 1883. 

By form and function, Peleş is a palace, but it is consistently called a castle. 

Its architectural style is a romantically inspired blend Neo-Renaissance and Gothic 

Revival similar to Schloss Neuschwanstein in Bavaria. A Saxon influence can be 

observed in the interior courtyard facades, which have allegorical hand-painted 

murals and ornate fachwerk similar to that seen in northern European alpine 

architecture. Interior decoration is mostly Baroque influenced, with heavy carved 

woods and exquisite fabrics. 

Peleş Castle has a 3,200-square-metre floor plan with over 170 rooms, 

many with dedicated themes from world cultures (in a similar fashion as other 

Romanian palaces, like Cotroceni Palace). Themes vary by function (offices, 

libraries, armories, art galleries) or by style 

(Florentine, Turkish, Moorish, French, 

Imperial); all the rooms are extremely 

lavishly furnished and decorated to the 

slightest detail. There are 30 bathrooms. 

The establishment hosts one of the finest 

collections of art in Eastern and Central 

Europe, consisting of statues, paintings, 

furniture, arms and armor, gold, silver, stained glass, ivory, fine china, tapestries, 

and rugs. The collection of arms and armor has over 4,000 pieces, divided 

between Eastern and Western war pieces and ceremonial or hunting pieces, 

spreading over four centuries of history. Oriental rugs come from many sources: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southeast_European_Cooperative_Initiative
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southeast_European_Cooperative_Initiative
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2008_Bucharest_summit
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Bukhara, Mosul, Isparta, Saruk, and Smirna. The porcelain is from Sèvres and 

Meissen; the leather is from Córdoba. Perhaps the most acclaimed items are the 

hand-painted stained glass vitralios, which are mostly Swiss. 

A towering statue of King Carol I by Raffaello Romanelli overlooks the main 

entrance. Many other statues are present on the seven Italian neo-Renaissance 

terrace gardens, mostly of Carrara marble executed by the Italian sculptor 

Romanelli. The gardens also host fountains, urns, stairways, guarding lions, 

marble paths, and other decorative pieces.  

The most notable grand rooms are:  

The Honor Hall was finished completely 

only in 1911, under the guidance of Karel 

Liman. It spreads over three floors. Walls are 

dressed in exquisitely carved woodwork, 

mostly European walnut and exotic timbers. Bas-

reliefs, alabaster sculptures, and 

retractable stained glass panels complete the 

decor. 

The Grand Armory or The Arsenal is where 1,600 of the 4,000 pieces of 

weaponry and armor reside. One of Europe's finest collection of hunting and war 

implements, timelined between 14th and 19th century, are on display. The king 

added pieces used in his victory against the Ottoman Turks during the War of 

Independence. Famous are the complete Maximilian armor for horse and rider and 

a 15th-century German "nobles only" decapitation 

broadsword. Also on display are a wide array of 

polearms (glaives, halberds, lances, hunting 

spears), firearms (muskets, blunderbusses, 

snaphaunces, flintlocks, pistols), axes, crossbows, 

and swords (rapiers, sabers, broadswords, and 

many others). 

 

The Small Armory is where predominantly Oriental (mostly Indo-Persian, 

Ottoman and Arab) arms and armor pieces are on exhibit, many of them made of 

gold and silver, and inlaid with precious stones. Included are chainmail armor, 
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helmets, scimitars, yataghans, daggers, 

matchlocks, lances, pistols, shields, axes, and 

spears. 

The Playhouse is decorated in Louis XIV 

style, with sixty seats and a Royal Box. 

Architectural decoration and mural paintings are 

signed by Gustav Klimt and Frantz Matsch. 

The Florentine Room combines revived elements of the Italian 

Renaissance, mostly from Florence. Most impressive are the solid bronze doors 

executed in Rome; ateliers of Luigi Magni; and the Grand Marble Fireplace 

executed by Paunazio with Michelangelo motifs. 

The Moorish Salon was executed under the guidance of Charles 

Lecompte de Nouy, and is meant to embody elements of North-African and 

Hispanic Moorish style. Mother-of-pearl inlaid 

furniture, fine Persian Sarouk and Ottoman 

Isparta rugs, and Oriental weapons and armor 

are perhaps the most expressive elements. 

The salon has an indoor marble fountain. 

The Turkish Parlor emulates an 

Ottoman "joie de vivre" atmosphere — a room 

full of Turkish Izmir rugs and copperware from Anatolia and Persia. It was used as 

a smoking room for gentlemen. Walls are covered in hand-made textiles like silk 

brocades from the Siegert shops of Vienna. 

It is remarkable that unlike other royal families, the monarchs shared a 

bedroom.  
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BRAN CASTLE 

 

Bran Castle situated near Bran and in the immediate vicinity of Braşov, is a 

national monument and landmark in Romania. The fortress is situated on the 

border between Transylvania and Wallachia. Commonly known as "Dracula's 

Castle" (although it is one among several 

locations linked to the Dracula legend, 

including Poenari Castle and Hunyad 

Castle), it is marketed as the home of the 

titular character in Bram Stoker's Dracula. 

In 1920, the castle became a royal 

residence within the Kingdom of Romania. 

It became the favorite home and retreat of Queen Marie. The castle was inherited 

by her daughter Princess Ileana and was 

later seized by the communist regime 

with the expulsion of the royal family in 

1948. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bran,_Bra%C8%99ov
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bra%C5%9Fov
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fortification
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transylvania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wallachia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Count_Dracula
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poenari_Castle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hunyad_Castle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hunyad_Castle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bram_Stoker
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dracula
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Romania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Princess_Ileana_of_Romania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communist_Romania
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RÂŞNOV 

 

In Râșnov a citadel was built around 

the year 1215 by the Teutonic Knights and it 

was mentioned for the first time in 1331. 

The citadel was conquered only once in its 

history, around the year 1600 by Gabriel 

Báthory. There is a myth attached to 

Râșnov Citadel. During a particularly long 

siege of the fortress, the citizens of Râşnov were concerned about the lack of 

available fresh drinking water. Two Turkish soldiers, having been captured earlier, 

were put to the task of digging a well in the centre of the fortress. These two men 

were assured that they would be given their freedom once the well was 

completed. According to local legend, it 

took them 17 years to finish the well, 

but they were still killed afterwards. This 

famous well still sits in the centre of 

Râșnov Fortress, and is 143 metres 

deep. In 2002, the Râșnov Citadel and 

surroundings were used during the 

shooting of several scenes from the 

American film Cold Mountain. 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citadel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teutonic_Knights
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabriel_B%C3%A1thory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabriel_B%C3%A1thory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/R%C3%A2%C8%99nov_Citadel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_Mountain_(film)


 

 

 

 

 

Coordonator:  

LEPRP L'Oustal  

Montastruc-La-Conseillère  

Franța  

Liceo Scientifico Statale E. Fermi – Sciacca, Italia  

 

Gimnazjum nr 7 im. Tadeusza "Bora" 

Komorowskiego – Grudziądz, Polonia  

 

Liceul Teoretic „Emil Racoviţă” – Galaţi, Romania 


